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GOOD NEWS MESSENGER
REV. TRENTON PRIESHOFF –PASTOR
SUNDAY WORSHIP: MARVIN CHAPEL 9:30AM-PROSPECT 11:00AM
Charge phone: (301) 829-9244
Pastor email: revtrenton@gmail.com
Charge email: Prospect.MarvinChapel.UMC@gmail.com
Website: https://www.facebook.com/pmcumcmd

Letter from the Pastor
As we turn the calendar in these next two
months toward Lent and Easter, I am
reminded that out of death springs new life.
As winter releases its grip and the trees and
flowers begin to bloom, it’s a time that feels
full of life. But of course, as Christians, we
celebrate the supernatural resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead. Far more than a
natural cycle or a process of new life
growing from the scattered, crushed seeds of
other plants, his new life is once and for all.

I did not expect to find in the Wall Street
Journal:
“It’s important to realize that religion in the
U.S. is far from dead. With a vibrant, new
church landscape on the scene, there will be
no shortage of options to choose from as
millions of Americans again find their
footing in faith. A selection of churches may
be dying, but their replacements are alive,
well, and regenerating in ways the American
church has never seen before.”

And as his disciples, we have access to that
new life in us as we die with him—to the
world and our human wants—and are born
again in his Holy Spirit.

Because the Spirit of God is just as powerful
and active today as in any generation. Many
of the traditions and routines that we have
associated with church will never be the
same again. But as we center ourselves on
the Living Hope of Jesus Christ, on the
missional purpose of God to be a light to the
nations and a blessing to the community
around us, we always have the opportunity
to be part of the new life that Holy Spirit is
calling people to receive. May we be a people
who offer hope and new life in the
resurrection power of Jesus, our Lord, our
savior, and our friend.

I read an article recently in the Wall Street
Journal that had a deceptive title: “Praise
God, American Churches are Dying.” We all
know the story: local churches are not
attracting new people like they once were
and are aging as a result. The bills get harder
to pay and the strategies for growth are
increasingly burdensome.
But it ended on a very encouraging note that

Happy Spring!

~Pastor Trenton Prieshoff
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SERVICES CHANGE
at MARVIN CHAPEL
Marvin Chapel has a unique opportunity to
host another congregation, New
Beginnings Nazarene Church, as they
undergo construction to expand their
sanctuary. I hope this will be an opportunity
to meet with and learn from, and share with
a growing, thriving ministry rooted in our
same community. In order to accommodate
the logistics of people moving in and out of
the building and parking lot, Marvin Chapel
will begin their worship services at 9:00am
beginning on April 19 and the Nazarene
Church will worship at 11:00am. The
Nazarene Church will also join with us for our
Easter sunrise service and Easter egg hunt
after service. Thank you for understanding
and I hope we will take advantage of a
wonderful opportunity to welcome and
understand another group and to work
together in mission outreach and in
fellowship.
~Pastor Trent

SERVICES & WORSHIP LEADERS
Mar. 1

Joe Slovikosky, Prospect
Debi Constantinides, MC

Mar. 8

Laura Schmidt, Prospect
TBD, MC

Mar. 15 Mary Behanna, Prospect
Pat Raines, MC
Mar. 22 Peggy Slovikosky, Prospect
Natalie Shane, MC
Mar. 29 Combined Service 10am
Mary Behanna, Prospect
April 5

Palm Sunday
Mary Behanna, Prospect
Debi Constantinides, MC

April 12 Easter Sunrise Service 6:30am
Natalie Shane, MC
Easter Service 11:00am
Laura Schmidt, Prospect
April 19 Joe Slovikosky, Prospect
Pat Raines, MC
April 26 Peggy Slovikosky, Prospect
Natalie Shane, MC

BIBLE STUDY
Bible Study will meet on
Mondays at Marvin Chapel
at 9:00 a.m

HIGHLIGHTS OF SPECIAL SERVICES
On February 16th,
we were blessed by
an inspirational
message from
Daniella Prieshoff
who shared with
our congregations
how God has
worked in her life.
.
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Prospect Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper -A Success!
A big thank you to all who donated,
worked, baked and came out and ate
delicious pancakes and sausage at
Prospect’s Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper on February 25th. Special thanks to
Alice Hancock for organizing this wonderful
time of fun and fellowship!

Many thanks to all who supported
Prospect’s Silent Dessert Auction
on February 16th. We enjoyed a
wonderful lunch prepared and served
by Sharon Pickett and her extended
family……

and then had great fun bidding for all
the delicious home baked goodies!

Kitchen crew hard at work making
delicious pancakes

Charlotte, Connie and Betty
selling tickets and homemade treats

Many thanks to Sue, Diann, Kim,
Sharon, and Wayne for all their hard
work and organization of this
popular fundraiser!

Prospect Witness & Outreach News
Thanks to everyone who donated items
for the Alan P. Linton Emergency Shelter
in Frederick. Those supplies will go a long
way toward helping meet the needs of the
homeless men and women who rely on the
shelter for a light supper and a warm bed on
cold winter nights.
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Opportunities to serve during
this Lenten season (details to
follow in the bulletins):
1) donations for Easter dinner for
a family in need in Mt. Airy
2) help assemble Easter baskets
for women and children served
by Heartly House who have
experienced domestic violence
3) assemble hygiene kits for
UMCOR to distribute to those in
areas of conflict, and natural
disasters
4) prepare small bags of
nonperishable foods to
distribute to the homeless we
may meet in our communities
~Laura Schmidt, Chair
Marvin Chapel
Thrift Store Spring Sale!!
Marvin Chapel Thrift Store is in the
midst of a $1 per bag clothing sale - coats,
shoes, and new clothing items are marked
down 50%. Most all shelf items, as well as
back room items, are all 50% off. This is a
limited time sale. The shop is fully stocked,
spring will soon be here and winter items
will be gone! Come out for the bargains!!
~submitted by Joan Derr
Prospect Trustees Report
The process of replacing the roof is
ongoing. The insurance company and the
roofer are working out an agreement. Joe
Slovikosky is taking over this project while
Bill Lively is recovering from his accident.
When spring arrives, there are several
outside projects that will be done.
Effective at the March 2nd meeting, Joe
Slovikosky will be the new Trustee
chairperson.
Respectfully submitted,
Bill Lively

General Conference:
What’s Going On?
Normally, the approach of General
Conference is pretty uneventful. There
are some tweaks and changes in how
pensions are handled or how church
leadership or reporting should be
handled, we sing some songs,
celebrate some accomplishments, and
go home.
But in recent years, the different
streams of the United Methodist
Church have been growing
increasingly far apart and openly
hostile toward one another. Now, it
appears the coming General
Conference will be exclusively
dedicated to creating an agreement to
separate.
I don’t want to allow the politics of
the conference to override the Gospel
we gather to celebrate each Sunday. I
also do not want you to be unaware or
unprepared for what happens.
My hope is to have three Sundays
when we have a combined service at
Prospect of prayer and singing,
followed by an informal meeting to
discuss the following:
March 29 @ 10:00am— Why is
separation becoming necessary? Why
is it being made such a big deal and
why is it so complicated? What are the
major proposals for separation?
May 3 @ 10:00am — General
Conference starts this week, what
should I expect? How should I be
praying for the conference?
May 17 @ 10:00am — General
Conference is over… What was
decided? What should we expect to
happen next? What do we need to be
prepared to address?
General Conference info:
May 5-15, 2020 in Minneapolis, MN
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March 2020

Worship Services: Adult Sunday School 9:45am/Prospect Worship 11:00am
Marvin Chapel Service & Children’s Church 9:30/Adult Sunday School 10:45am
First Sunday of the month: Mt. Airy NET food donation collection
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APRIL 2020
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Palm Sunday

Worship Services: Adult Sunday School 9:45am/Prospect Worship 11:00am
Marvin Chapel Service & Children’s Church 9:30/Adult Sunday School 10:45am
First Sunday of the month: Mt. Airy NET food donation collection

MONDAY

6

TUESDAY

7

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

13

SATURDAY

1

2

3

8

9 Maundy

10 Good Friday 11

Bible Study
9:00am @ Marvin
Chapel

12 Easter Sunday

FRIDAY

Thursday

4

Lorien Service
10:00am

14

15

16

17

18

21

22

23

24

25

28

29

30

6:30am Sunrise Service
Bible Study
Breakfast &
9:00am @ Marvin
Egg Hunt @MC
Chapel
11am Worship @Prospect
https://openclipart.org/download/62755/cross-IV.svg

1 of 1
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Food, Friends and Fun
Thrift Shop, Vendors

Saturday - May 9, 2020
1 0:00am to 2:00pm
Barbeque, Chicken Salad, Ham,
Grilled Hot Dogs and More!
Homemade
Bake Sale
Cakes-Pies-Cookies
And More

Soups

Bowls-Pints-Ouarts

1/2 mile North of MD 144,
Between Mt. Airy and New Market
5101 Woodville Road, Mt. Airy, MD,
For Vendor Information Call: 301.829.0418

