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Letter from the Pastor

Warm greetings and a happy new year
to you all!
As we begin this New Year, I thought it
would be appropriate for us to renew
our collective vision of what it means
to be a church. There are many things
the church does but in the midst of so
much uncertainty and change, it is
easy to forget that what the church
does and doesn’t do does not make it
“the Church.”
For that reason, I plan to lead a series
of lessons and discussions (we will be
doing “TrentTalks” again with this
series) about God’s vision for what the
Church is and how he shows us this in
the Bible. The series will be called “A
Light to the Nations,” which comes
from a book by Michael Goheen that
was very influential to me although

the series will only follow the book
loosely.
Thank you for all you do for God’s
Kingdom. May we strive evermore to
demonstrate His Kingdom influence in
the lives of the people around us in
this new year!
Pastor Trenton Prieshoff

BIBLE STUDY
Thank you for your interest in our
Monday morning Bible study. Because
my injury will have me pretty limited
for the next couple weeks, we will
begin having regular Bible study
again in February. We will meet at
Marvin Chapel at 9:00 a.m.
~Pastor Trent
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A NEW SERMON SERIES:
A Light to the Nations
What is God’s purpose for his people
when the times are always changing?
This sermon series will explore what
it means to be the people of God.
Jan. 5 - Epiphany (Communion)
God’s purpose is to cultivate a
community that will bless the nations.
Genesis 12:1-8
Worship Leaders
Mary Behanna, Prospect
Debi Constantinides, MC
Jan. 12 - (Anointing)
God’s strategy with the people He
gathers is to redeem them, covenant
with them, and dwell among them.
Exodus 19:3-6
Worship Leaders
Joe Slovikosky, Prospect
Natalie Shane, MC
Jan. 19
God’s purpose for Israel as a light to
the nations as a confederation of
scattered tribal groups
Deuteronomy 4:5-10
Worship Leaders
Laura Schmidt, Prospect
Pat Raines, MC
Jan. 26
God’s purpose for Israel as a light to
the nations as a priestly kingdom
Worship Leaders
Rick Borowski, Prospect
Natalie Shane, MC

Feb. 2 - (Communion)
God’s purpose for Israel as a light to
the nations as a scattered holy people
in exile
Jeremiah 29:4-9
Worship Leaders
Peggy Slovikosky, Prospect
Debi Constantinides, MC
Feb. 9 - (Anointing)
God’s purpose made clear in the
ministry of Jesus to gather his people
and reunite them in their purpose as a
people who bless all nations
Worship Leaders
Doris Skarsten, Prospect
Natalie Shane, MC
Feb. 16 – (Communion)
God’s purpose made clear in the death
and resurrection of Jesus to gather
people of all nations to be a new
community who are blessed to be a
blessing to all the world
Worship Leaders
Laura Schmidt, Prospect
Pat Raines, MC
Feb. 23
God’s purpose for the church to be a
new community defined by his
presence as seen in the development
of the early church
Worship Leaders
Mary Behanna, Prospect
Natalie Shane, MC
Mar. 1 - (Communion)
The images of the New Testament for
a gathered community marked by the
presence of God: the people of God,
the body of Christ, a temple of the
Holy Spirit, a new creation, and a
diaspora
Worship Leaders
TBD
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The Survey Says…
Last year, we began to articulate
our goals as a church more clearly.
In short, the leaders of our charge
believe that if we are doing our jobs
well that we should see these things
taking place. I preached on them in
the spring and provided a survey in
the fall so we could see where we are
to start. I only had about 13 turned in
so these are not going to be very
accurate of “where we are now” but it
does help us to know a little bit about
how we are doing and how we can
do better. I wanted to share these
results with you and provide some
brief comments as well.
Evangelism:
1. I have regular conversations with 5
people without a relationship with
Jesus: Yes: 3, No: 10
2. I have served with 2 mission projects
this year: Yes: 11, No: 2
3. I participate in 2 studies to help me
communicate my hope in Jesus: Yes: 5,
No: 6
This matches what I think most people
would agree about our church. We
have a very close-knit, engaged
community of people who are very
willing to chip in and do their part in
an organized effort. However, we also
have limited interactions with people
outside of the church and are
uncomfortable speaking openly about
our faith.
Ways to improve:
-Make friends with people who don’t
go to church
-Move out of your regular routines to
open opportunities to make such
friends

-Look for opportunities to learn how
to speak up more (read a book,
discuss ideas with friends, or join a
study)
-Take a step of faith and be willing to
fail a couple more times. Self doubt
has killed more success than failure
ever could.
Stewardship:
1. Taking steps toward financial health:
Yes: 11, No: 2
2. I am tithing 10%: Yes: 7, No: 4
3. I participate in stewardship
meetings: Yes: 5, No: 6
To those of you with financial
challenges like debt and a limited
income: God bless you for giving to the
church when it is a challenge. God sees
you and honors you even if you feel
your gift is small, because God loves a
cheerful giver. To those of you who
are making strides in your own
financial health and well-being: Great!
Keep it up! To those who are giving
10% to the church: Great! Keep it up!
Look for ways to give beyond the
local church, too!
We want to continue as a church to be
better stewards: to handle the gifts
God has given us well and be in a
position to be yet more generous.
God’s standard is not for us to give
10% but to give all as He has given all.
This is an area in which we as a
church do well. We will make a point
to be more transparent as a church
with handouts and clear meeting
announcements. Keep up the faithful
generosity and keep taking strides to
be more so.
Communication:
1. Leadership communicates well: Yes:
11, No: 2
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2. Learning new means of
communication: Yes: 9, No: 4
3. Pastor Trent is seeking feedback: Yes:
11, No: 2
I am incredibly proud that four people
specifically mentioned that they are
becoming more confident in starting
conversations with strangers in
unexpected circumstances. You are
listening to me! That’s every
preacher’s dream!
Thank you for honest feedback and
comments. This area is especially
difficult since there are so many ways
we can try to measure it. On one hand,
we are doing well as a church because
so many people said “yes.” But it is
also an area where we could have a lot
of improvement for all of us (including
me!) can do better. We will be
discussing this more as a
leadership team to communicate
better as a church.

Thank you for your participation.
Keep making strides as a
community to accomplish the goals
God has laid on our hearts. You are
known, you are loved, and you are
called for a purpose. Go boldly and
serve in Jesus’ name.
~Pastor Trent
HIGHLIGHTS OF SPECIAL SERVICES

1. Do you believe these goals are
adequate? Yes: 9, No: 3, Unsure: 1

Our veterans, Alan Leo, Vietnam war,
and Albert Clay, WWII, were
honored at the November 10th
Marvin Chapel service.

Comments included having a goal
for visitation and nurture to the
elderly, discipleship, spiritual
growth and prayer, and service in
the community. All of these are noble
goals which should be a priority. I
used the goals these two churches set
more than 10 years ago as the basis.
We can revisit them and adjust them.
If there are things we care about and
don’t have stated as a goal, we can
develop them and start emphasizing
them. If there are things we say are
our goals but we don’t do them, then
we can do away with the rhetoric and
focus on achieving things we care
about.

Mark Arrington led our services
Thanksgiving week on November
24th.
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A candlelight combined Christmas
Eve service was highlighted with
special music by Pastor Trent and
Daniella Prieshoff, and Laura
Schmidt.
Marvin Chapel Holiday Bazaar
A Very Successful Day!
Marvin Chapel held a very successful
Holiday Bazaar on November 2nd
and Christmas Shop during the
month of December. Thanks to all
who donated, worked and
supported this fun event to get us in
the Christmas spirit!

Sandy and Katrina sell
Christmas gifts

Joey and Natalie share the Christmas
spirit
Prospect Trustees Report

A temporary power failure did not
deter this jolly kitchen crew!

The Prospect Trustee meeting will be
Monday, January 6, 2020 at 2:00 PM
in the library. We will be discuss-ing
the progress of replacing the
church/educational wing roof and
electing officers.
Respectfully,
Bill Lively, Chair
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE
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Rose and Myrna
work at the bake
table by lamp
light!

February 23rd for Mar.-April 2020
edition to Laura Schmidt or church
email. Photo credits for this issue:
Mark Arrington, Mona Meely
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Prospect Pancake Breakfast and
Silent Gift Basket Auction
Fun and Fellowship for All!
A big thanks to all who donated,
worked, and came out and ate
delicious pancakes at the Prospect
Pancake Breakfast and Silent Gift
Basket Auction on December 7th!
Special thanks to Alice Hancock for
organizing food, the kitchen team, and
soliciting basket donations. Everyone
enjoyed the fun and fellowship!

who donated holiday foods and
gifts for families in need from
Parr’s Ridge Elementary School,

who contributed 75 gifts for
Tahirih Justice Center clients and
their children who have experienced
human trafficking and domestic
violence (where Daniella Prieshoff
works as an attorney),

Mary, Alice and Mike are ready to
serve customers

Charlotte, Betty and Peggy sell
tickets and baked goodies
Prospect Witness & Outreach News
During the holiday season, our
churches provided support to those
in need in our community through a
number of opportunities to serve. A
special thanks to Penni Beck who
did gift shopping with funds from
Marvin Chapel UMW and to Kari
Borgealt for delivering the Christmas
gift bags. A big thanks to everyone

and who filled 32 gift bags to be
distributed by the Salvation Army
to children from families struggling
financially this Christmas. So many
have been blessed by your kindness
and generosity this Christmas!
Mark your calendars for Prospect’s
annual Silent Dessert Auction on
Sunday, February 16th following
Prospect’s service. A light lunch will
be served followed by “friendly”
competitive bidding on sweet treats!
Thanks to Sharon Pickett and
family for organizing this event, back
again by popular demand!
~Laura Schmidt, chair
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6 Prospect

Worship Services: Adult Sunday School 9:45am/Prospect Service 11:00am
Marvin Chapel Service & Children’s Church 9:30am/Adult Sunday School 10:45am
Communion and Mt. Airy NET food donations: First Sunday of the month
TUESDAY

7

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

8

9

10

11

Trustees Meeting
2:00pm Library

12

FRIDAY

Lorien Service
10:00am

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Prospect UMW
Library 10:00am/
Prospect Witness
and Outreach Mtg
after service

Martin Luther
King Jr.
Day

26

27

28

29

30

31

Worship Meeting
at Prospect after
service

Ladies Club
Noon at MC

FEBRUARY 2020
SUNDAY

Worship Services: Adult Sunday School 9:45am/Prospect Service 11:00am
Marvin Chapel Service & Children’s Church 9:30am/Adult Sunday School 10:45am
Communion and Mt. Airy NET food donations: First Sunday of the month

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

11

12

13

14 Valentine’s Day 15

Bible Study 9:00am
at MC

9

10
Bible Study 9:00am
at MC

16 Sharing God’s

17 President's

Lorien Service
10:00 am

18

19

20

21

22

24

25 Prospect

26

27

28

29

Bible Study 9:00am
at MC

Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper
4-7:30pm

Ash Wednesday

Love Sunday (bring a
Day
friend to church!)/
Lunch at Prospect &
Bible Study 9:00am
Silent Dessert Auction at MC/ Ladies Club
/Prospect UMW
Noon at MC
Library 10:00am
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SHROVE TUESDAY
PANCAKE SUPPER
TUESDAY, February 25, 2020
4:00 pm-7:30pm
PROSPECT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5923 Woodville Road, Mt. Airy, MD
ADULTS $7.00

CHILDREN 6-12 $5.00

Children 5 and under FREE

Bake Table
Buckwheat and Regular Pancakes
Country Sausage
Milk, Juice, Coffee
***ALL YOU CAN EAT***

