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From the Desk of Pastor Lorraine
March/April 2018

2018 has already presented us with joys
and challenges – the joy of new life and
accomplishments, and the challenges of
surgeries, senseless violence, deadly flu
outbreak, and grieving for friends and
loved ones who have died. I pray this
newsletter finds you in the best of health,
free of dis-ease in mind, body and spirit,
and well rested.
Yes, I said rested. But you may be
thinking, “when am I supposed to get
rest. There’s always something
happening from the minute I get up until
the time I go to bed, and then I have so
much on my mind I don’t get much
sleep.” Do you know that being well-

rested doesn’t have anything to do with
how much sleep you get? Someone who
sleeps 8-10 hours a night may still not be
well rested.
Too many of us operate from a place of
being restless, but this isn’t how God
envisions us to live our lives…too busy,
too tired, and /or mentally fatigued to
even think clearly. We need to be able to
rest well in Christ.
On February 14th - Ash Wednesday, we
observed the beginning of the season of
Lent, a time designated as preparation
for Resurrection Day. This forty-day
period comes each year as a time for
self-reflection, self-discipline, fasting,
and repenting. It is also a time for
renewing our spiritual disciplines of
prayer and immersing ourselves into
scripture. 2 Timothy 2:15 provides
sufficient reason - Do your best to
present yourself to God as one approved
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by him, a worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly explaining the word of
truth, (NRSV).
As you are reading this, we are in the
midst of our 2018 Lenten journey. When
one travels to parts unknown, it helps to
have a guide who can lead and guide us
to our destination. During the Ash
Wednesday service, we sang, Take Time
to Be Holy (UMH 395), where the words
of the third verse remind us to “let
[Jesus] be our guide and run not before
him.” Jesus is our guide whom we
follow whether in times of joy or
difficulties, using scripture as our
roadmap and him as our beacon of light
on the unknown path ahead.
A year ago, we fasted from negativity.
This year we will focus on rest and
prayer. I invite you to join us in worship
and find out the source of rest,
restoration, and re-creation.
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Our theme verse throughout Lent will
come from Job 11:13-19. Take some time
to read different biblical versions of this
scripture and contemplate its meaning.
Once we get an understanding of the costs
for not getting rest, we can use worship as
a time to renew our spirits. Worship is for
God, and worship also has the added
benefit of renewing and recharging our
faith and restoring our joy. Jesus said,
“Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest,”
(Matthew 11:28)

March

Let us journey together.

Rev.R. Lorraine Brown(Cross)
BIBLE STUDY
Updates regarding Bible Study will be
provided soon in the bulletin.
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SPECIAL SERVICES
March 11 Girl Scout Sunday
March 21 Mid-Week Community
Lenten Service @MC
Lunch at noon followed
by guest speaker
Rev. Phil Ayer,
Howard Chapel UMC

HIGHLIGHTS OF SPECIAL SERVICES
Installation of church officers was
held during January 14th services.
Marvin Chapel officers for 2018

March 25 Palm Sunday
March 29 Maundy Thursday
Joint Service 7:30pm
@Linganore UMC
March 30 Good Friday Service
w/Linganore UMC
@Prospect 7:30pm
Thrift Shop Closed

Debi Constantinides, outgoing UMW
President, Sandy Mull, outgoing
Financial Secretary, Penny Leo and
Donna Mathis (not present),
outgoing Helping Hands Co-Chairs,
were acknowledged for their hard
work and dedication.

March 31 Holy Saturday
Churches open for
Prayer
Prospect 10-12am
Marvin Chapel 1-3pm
Thrift Shop Open
April

April

1 Easter Sunrise Service
@ MC 6:30am
w/ New Beginning
Nazarene Church,
followed by breakfast
& Easter Egg Hunt/
Joint Worship Service
@ Prospect 11:00am

Prospect UMC officers for 2018

29 Joint Worship Service
honoring women of
our churches 10am@MC
2nd Annual Dorcas Awards
Mrs. Diane Hill,
guest speaker
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Rubbie Blentlinger, Treasurer, and
Alice Green, Financial Secretary,
were recognized for their many
years of service, and Kari Borgealt
and Alice Hancock were
acknowledged with appreciation by
Prospect.

On January 28th, we were blessed to
hear from representatives of the
Advocates for Homeless Families
(AFHF)- Charlotte Strine (below),
family advocate, and Darlene Aulls,
President of the Board of Directorswho shared with our congregations
about the mission and outreach
programs of AFHF, which works with
families to prevent homelessness. We
learned about the need for
household cleaners and paper
products for their transitional
housing and are currently collecting
donations in our churches.

Pastor Lorraine along with Derek
and Shanta Robertson, founders
and directors of the Maryland
Sickle Cell Disease (SCD)
Association, and parents of two
sons with SCD, spoke to our
congregations on February 18th.
The focus of the discussion is to raise
awareness of this disease and how it
affects an individual’s quality of life
and their families. Pastor Lorraine
shared details of her work in the area
of SCD. One of the invited speakers,
Patricia, who is affected by SCD, ended
up in the hospital due to illness and
was unable to attend the service.

Children's Church
We are happy to see our Sunday
School grow with 8 elementary aged
children and 2 nursery aged children.
We enjoy Bible stories and are
learning about Jesus. Craft time is
fun with Play-Doh a big hit!
Easter is approaching. We will focus
on Jesus’ trials and sacrifices for us.
We will also have a bit of fun with an
egg hunt when Pastor Remsch’s
church will join us on Easter morning.
~submitted by Myrna Highland,
Kaye Staley and Mona Meeley
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Prospect Witness & Outreach News

Prospect’s annual Silent Dessert
Auction was held on February 11th,
following the Sharing God’s Love
service and was a great success!
Delicious sweet treats were auctioned
off to the highest bidder and much
needed funds were raised for church
programs. Thanks to all who
supported this event and special
thanks to Sharon Pickett and her
extended family for preparing and
serving a delicious lunch and
organizing this fun time of fellowship
and good natured competition!

During the Lenten season, we will
support Heifer International.
Monetary donations will be used to
purchase honey bee hives and
rabbits providing food and income for
the poorest families in our world, and
living gifts to share with their
neighbors. For every 50 cent
donation a paper bee or bunny will

be taped to our sanctuary walls.
Please help us encircle our churches
with bunnies and bees by Easter!
Heartly House in Frederick is a
place of refuge and support for
individuals and families who have
experienced domestic violence and
abuse. On Palm Sunday, we will be
preparing Easter baskets for the
women and children served by this
important outreach program. Lori
Curbow will be organizing the
basket preparation at Prospect and
would appreciate monetary
donations to help purchase the
candy for the baskets. A donation
basket is in the church vestibule.
Meals on Wheels provides hot
meals to persons who are
homebound due to physical
restrictions, illness or age but
sometimes inclement weather
prohibits the volunteer from
reaching a home. The availability of a
nonperishable shelf stable meal
provides that person with
nourishment no matter what Mother
Nature delivers! Prospect is collecting
items for shelf stable “shoebox
meals” during the month of March for
our limited activity church members
and for Meals on Wheels. See sign ups
in the library.
Advocates for Homeless Families is
in need of cleaning supplies and
personal care items for those
families they serve who live in their
transitional housing. We will be
collecting donations for these items
through March. A collection box and
copies of their “wish list” are located
in the library.
~ submitted by Laura Schmidt, chair
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United Methodist Women
The first meeting at Prospect this
year will be Tuesday March 27th in
the library at 1:30pm. Pat Ahalt will
be the Worship Leader and hostess.
Mary Jane Fleming will discuss the
Charge Mother-Daughter Banquet,
to be held on April 23rd in Prospect
Social Hall at 6:30pm with a guest
speaker. Fried chicken will be
provided and all are asked to bring a
dish to share. All are welcome to
attend our meetings on the 4th
Tuesday of the month in the Prospect
Library at 1:30pm.
The monthly meeting at Marvin
Chapel will resume on Monday,
March 26th with supper at 6pm.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
A Success!

Thanks to everyone who donated,
worked or came out to eat pancakes
at Prospect’s Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper. It was a wonderful
time of good food and fellowship. A
big thank you to Alice Hancock and
the hard working kitchen crew who
made it all happen!!

On Wednesday, March 21st, the MidWeek Community Lenten Service
will be held at Marvin Chapel. The
women of both churches will prepare
and serve a light lunch at noon
followed by a guest speaker at
12:30pm. Please be prepared to
attend and serve if able.
Celebration in Worship of Women
of the Charge will be held April 29th
at Marvin Chapel at 10am. Mrs.
Diane Hill of Mt. Gregory UMC will be
the guest speaker.
Watch for details for the MC Spring
Fling coming in early May!
With God’s blessings,
Pat Ahalt &
Myrna Highland, Co-Presidents
Prospect Trustees Report
The next meeting of the Prospect
Trustees will be held on March 5th
at 7:00pm in Prospect’s library.
~ Bill Lively, Trustees Chair

Helping Hands Ministries
The next HH meeting will be March
6th at 2pm at Marvin Chapel. Anyone
interested in joining is welcome to
attend. We need willing hands and
feet.
Respectfully submitted,
Penni Beck, chair
CALLING ALL MEN!!
John Constantinides is asking all men
of both churches to meet with him
regarding projects to be undertake in
both our churches. Watch bulletin for
more information.
6

ROCK 2018
Ocean City, MD January 26-28, 2018
ROCK is a weekend retreat with a focus
on presenting the Gospel message in an
exciting, culturally appropriate way for
young people and offers an opportunity
to respond to an invitation to a lifechanging relationship with Jesus Christ.
ROCK had over 5,000 young people
and chaperones in attendance. While
we were there the Bishop spoke some
powerful words about how hanging
out with ‘a group of bad kids’ is not
what God wanted for her. She also
told us how when she lost someone
special to her, who had a big impact
on her life but wasn’t with her
anymore, it took her down a dark
path, but God gave her strength to be
strong. I will remember her words,
“and when you think you couldn’t
stand, you can stand. When you think
you couldn’t move, you can move.
When you think you don't have
anything left, you can run. When you
think it's the end, it's just the
beginning - when you call on the name
of Jesus.”
We learned the everyone has a path
that God wants us to take even if it
doesn’t seem like the best idea, it will
all be okay because it’s God’s special
path for each one of us. I may not
necessarily like where it starts but I’m
sure it will have a great end.

ROCK was a fun experience for me,
meeting new people and some I know
from school; listening to calming
music and fun 'make you want to
move' music with important
messages; walking along the ocean;
and waking up to the sun so bright it
felt like God put it there to wake us up
and show us that he is going to be
with us on this journey.

After a full day at the convention
center, we went back to our hotel
rooms and read scriptures from the
Bible and talk about what we thought
it meant and how we thought it would
relate to our everyday lives. My friend
Victoria went with me and now enjoys
reading from the bible every day.
At first, I wasn’t sure I wanted to go,
but then I started getting excited. I'm
glad I was able to go and hope I can go
next year to ROCK 2019. Thank you to
Ms. Mona and Ms. Debi for being our
chaperones, and to the churches for
giving money to help towards the trip.
~submitted by Janessa Valle
Therefore encourage one another
and build each other up, just as in
fact you are doing.
1 Thessalonians 5:1
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The
true
meaning
of
Easter.
Please plan to Join Us as we Celebrate

…..Love

OUR SECOND WORSHIP SERVICE
HONORING WOMEN OF
PROSPECT-MARVIN CHAPEL
UMC
SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2018, 10:00 a.m.

…..Hope

Marvin Chapel UMC
5101Woodville Rd., Mt. Airy
Six of our women will be honored with
THE 2018 DORCAS AWARD
THEME: #ME TOO!
Special Guest Speaker
Mrs. Diane Hill, Lay Servant
Mt. Gregory UMC Cooksville, MD
We request women of the church to
please wear:
White & Black combination

…..Giving
Christ’s resurrection offers a
promise of renewed life.
Go
out
and
spread
the
good
news
for
Christ
has
risen!

Happy
Easter!!

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE
April 22 for the
May-June 2018 edition.
Give to Laura Schmidt,
Pastor Lorraine or email to:
Prospect.MarvinChapel.UMC@
gmail.com
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March 2018

Worship Services:

Prospect Worship 11:00am

Marvin Chapel Service & Children’s Church 9:30/Adult Sunday School 10:45am
First Sunday of the month: Mt. Airy NET food donation collection
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Prospect Trustees
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Helping Hands
Mtg 2pm
@ Marvin Chapel
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Girl Scout Sunday
CLOCKS AHEAD
Blood pressure
Screening @MC
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St. Patrick’s Day
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21 Mid-Lenten
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Community
Lenten Service
noon @ MC

Rev.Ayers, speaker

25 Passion/Palm
Sunday

26 Monday

27 Tuesday

28 Wednesday
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31

of Holy Week

of Holy Week

of Holy Week

Blood pressure
screening
@Prospect

Marvin Chapel
UMW
Supper @ 6pm

Prospect UMW
1:30pmLibrary

Maundy Thursday
Service 7:30pm
@ Linganore
Come let us
worship together!

Good Friday
Community
Service 7:30pm
@ Prospect
THRIFT SHOP
CLOSED

Holy Saturday
COME PRAY
P 10-12noon
MC 1-3pm
THRIFT SHOP
OPEN

APRIL 2018
SUNDAY
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Easter Sunday

Worship Services:
Prospect Worship 11:00am
Marvin Chapel Service & Children’s Church 9:30/Adult Sunday School 10:45am
First Sunday of the month: Mt. Airy NET food donation collection

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

10

11

12

13

14

6:30am Sunrise Service
Breakfast &
Egg Hunt @MC
11am Worship @Prospect
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2/25/16, 12:26 AM
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Lorien Service
10:15am

Blood pressure
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Mother-Daughter
Banquet
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Prospect Social Hall

29 Joint Worship
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Celebration of Women
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Appreciation Day

