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GOOD NEWS MESSENGER
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Website: https://www.facebook.com/pmcumcmd

From the Desk of Pastor Lorraine

Greetings to 2017 and all the exciting
prospects (pun intended), for a very
interesting year for our personal lives,
the churches and the charge, and for
our country. It’s amazing how time
seems to go by faster as we get older.
Sometimes we may just want to take a
pause before plunging into the next
thing, but there always seems to be
multiple somethings we must keep
juggling and so little time for respite.
The past six months have been full of
many exciting activities and events.
Some stand out as extraordinary and
special, while others were on-going

and routine in nature - thank God for
variety!
If we look closely we can truly testify
to having been blessed in so many
ways in 2016. Some of us have
experienced births, deaths,
hospitalizations, convalescence,
becoming more limited in our
activities. Some of us have
experienced painful and unexpected
crises, as well as events that were
wonderful, perplexing and heartwarming. God’s grace and mercy
brought us through them all.
As we look back, remembering,
pausing, wondering how we got
through it all, I think of the song,
Somebody Touched Me, where we are
reminded that it “must’ve been the
hand of the Lord.” I have found that
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God sends into our lives the right
people at just the right moment to
comfort and/or encourage. God
remains faithful - always.
While none of us knows what 2017
holds, we can trust that God will
always be present with us, no matter
what! So, my wish to all of you is that
this New Year brings hope in the face
of hardship, comfort in the face of
sorrow, love in the face of loneliness,
respite in the face of busyness, faith in
the face of struggles, courage in the
face of commitments, and abundant joy
to see you through this journey called
life. A Happy and Prosperous New
Year to One and All!!

SPECIAL SERVICES
January 1-10am Joint Service
Celebrate a Love Feast with us at the
Prospect Social Hall. Fellowship,
testimony, songs. Bring a bread item
and a beverage (hot or cold) to share.
January 29- 10 am Joint Service at
Marvin Chapel. The message will come
from one of our own. Wear your
favorite team colors (any team).
February 12-Sharing God’s Love
Sunday-bring friends & family
members to share the Good News at
the 9:30 or 11:00 a.m. services.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF SPECIAL SERVICES

Denny & Pat Ahalt

On November 20th Pastor Lorraine was pleased
to welcome back Rev. Charles Wheatley who
served the Prospect-Marvin Chapel Charge 60
years ago. He was greeted by members Laura
Schmidt and Linda Scheel,
and delivered the message The Prodigal Son: A Good Sinner.
.

Marvin Chapel Ushers
Speedy Bartigs and Donnie Runkles

Bible Study
We will be on break until
March 8, 2017. Some
exciting things coming
your way. See you then!
Through scripture, song, and explanation our
churches were decorated for the Advent Season
during the “Hanging of the Greens” service.
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Delylah, Janessa and Kaitlyn Valle perform a
liturgical dance to “Mary Did You Know” during
Christmas Day Sunday service

Lorraine and members of the Helping
Hands Committee have had wonderful
visits with members who have found
themselves unable to regularly attend
worship services - singing hymns,
reading scripture, receiving
communion, and reminiscing about
old times.
Our new directory draft is almost
finished. We will need everyone to
check their information to ensure it is
correct and up-to-date before it goes
to print. Thank you, Robin Castle, for
all of your help. The next Helping
Hand meeting is January 25 at
11:00am at Marvin Chapel for anyone
who would like to join us. If you know
of a need by persons in our church or
community, please let Rhonda Stevens
or Pat Ahalt know.
Respectfully submitted,
Rhonda Stevens

The congregation ‘volunteered’ in the
Un-rehearsed Christmas Pageant during the
Christmas Day Sunday service

Helping Hands Ministries
We all have been busy baking
cookies and making baskets for our
shut-in members and sharing the
holiday cheer. Eleven bags of cookies
with small Christmas mug
arrangements were delivered and five
Christmas baskets were also
distributed. We helped provide
Elaine Driver with meals while she
was recovering from surgery. We are
so glad to see her return to worship,
and very happy that she is doing
better. We are looking into helping
with getting a new ramp for her home.
Over the past few months, Pastor

Children’s Ministry
The past two months have been
exciting working with our children.
They have been reading and learning
bible stories, doing crafts, and made
Chrismons to decorate the tree for
the Hanging of the Greens Service.
They, along with the adults,
participated in the Un-Rehearsed
Christmas Pageant on Christmas
Day. We continue to be thankful for
our volunteers. As we move into
2017 we will be introducing the
children to a variety of Christian
music and Old Testament stories. We
welcome others to share ideas & join
us during our worship time. Keep the
children and staff in prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Myrna Highland & Kaye Staley
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Prospect Witness & Outreach News
Thanks to all who contributed
foods and gifts for the families served
by the ARC of Frederick County during
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Special
thanks to Kari Borgealt for
organizing this outreach.

Prospect’s Pancake Breakfast was a
great success-thanks to everyone
who supported us!

Betty with 45 Salvation Army gift bags donated
by Prospect members

Alice and the kitchen crew ready for the crowd

This year Prospect donated 45 gift
bags to the Salvation Army for
distribution to children in need on
Christmas. Thank you to all who
contributed and to Howard and
Betty Leatherwood for coordinating
collection and delivery of the bags.
Thanks to all who contributed to
UNICEF this year-$67 was collected
for children in need around the world.
Earl and Janice serving up pancakes & sausage

Back by popular demand-our
annual Dessert Auction will be held
on February 12th after church in the
social hall following a light lunch.
Please bring a special treat to be
auctioned to the highest bidder and
come join the fun! We thank Sharon
Pickett and her family who will
again coordinate the event. All are
welcome! The proceeds will be used to
support our church programs.
~submitted by Laura Schmidt, chair

Pat, Jenny Charlotte, and Betty at the bake table
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Prospect UMW News
Our next meeting is March 28,
2017 at 1:30pm in the library.
In April we will 1) hold our MotherDaughter Banquet and 2) join in
worship with MC UMW featuring a
SPECIAL guest speaker. More details
to come - stay tuned. Have a safe,
happy and joyful 2017!
God’s blessings,
Pat Ahalt, President, Prospect UMW
Marvin Chapel UMW
This is a time of year to reflect on
what God is doing in your life. Our
lives can follow the light of world or
turn to darkness. We can overcome
the world by power of positive
thinking and the energy to continue to
serve our Lord. This can be the most
fulfilling journey of your life. After all
God brought his only son Jesus, in the
image of himself, so we can have
salvation. That's the greatest gift of all.
Blessings in the coming new year. We
will resume our meetings in March.
Deb Morris -Constantindes

Prospect Trustees Report
2016 was a very busy year at
Prospect UMC. Our primary challenges
were a hornet infestation and the
replacement of all windows in the
Educational Building. 2017 promises
another year of opportunity. We will
be working to improve our security
at the church and deal with such
projects as repairing a wall in the
social hall and investigating the
damage to the sanctuary roof in
hopes of repairing it. We are looking
for continued blessings in 2017.
Respectfully submitted,
Bill Lively, Trustees Chair
THANK YOU for your SERVICE

HAPPY 90th BIRTHDAY to HILDA

Marvin Chapel’s Hilda McPherson had a very
special 90th birthday celebration with friends
and family on December 4th.

After 42 years as Prospect’s
custodian, Betty Leatherwood has
decided to lay down her mop and
dust cloth and retire. Alice Hancock
will be taking over her duties as
custodian. We are so very thankful
to Betty for her years of devoted
service to our church keeping it
clean and beautiful for all who
worship at Prospect. Betty was
presented with a gift certificate as a
token of our appreciation. Enjoy your
retirement, Betty-you deserve it!
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SHROVE TUESDAY
PANCAKE AND SAUSAGE SUPPER
Come on out and join us for
pancakes and sausage on Shrove
Tuesday, February 28th from 47:30pm at Prospect Social Hall. We
are serving buckwheat and regular
pancakes, Wagners country sausage,
milk, juice, and coffee. Adults are 7$,
kids 6-12 are $5, and kids under 5 are
free! Desserts for sale at the bake
table. ALL YOU CAN EAT-YOU JUST
CAN’T BEAT THAT!
PROSPECT RECEIVES ARC AWARD
On December 7th, Prospect UMC
received the Community
Involvement Award from the ARC of
Frederick County for the church’s
continued support of individuals with
disabilities served by this agency. The
ARC of Frederick County provides
advocacy, access to resources,
assistance in increasing individual and
family connections for people with
developmental disabilities and
creative solutions to help people with
developmental disabilities attain their
goals. Kari Borgealt of the ARC
made the presentation to Laura
Schmidt who received the award on
behalf of Prospect UMC. Many
thanks to Prospect’s church members
who have supported this important
mission outreach through their
monetary support, and other
donations over the past several years.

WELCOME KATHERINE!
Pastor Lorraine is excited and
pleased to welcome Katherine Brice
as our newly hired part-time
Administrative Assistant for Marvin
Chapel-Prospect Charge. Katherine
is the daughter of Mark Arrington.
We are excited about the skills she
brings to the position. She began
getting oriented in December and will
be fully entrenched in January.
Welcome aboard, Katherine! She can
be reached through the church e-mail:
prospect.marvinchapel.umc@gmail.com.

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE
February 26th for the
March-April edition.
Give to Laura Schmidt or
Pastor Lorraine or email articles to:
Prospect.MarvinChapel.UMC@
gmail.com.
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SHROVE TUESDAY
PANCAKE SUPPER
TUESDAY, February 28, 2017
4:00 pm-7:30pm
PROSPECT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5923 Woodville Road, Mt. Airy, MD
ADULTS $7.00

CHILDREN 6-12 $5.00

Children 5 and under FREE

Bake Table
Buckwheat and Regular Pancakes
Country Sausage
Milk, Juice, Coffee
***ALL YOU CAN EAT***

January 2017
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First Sunday of the month: Mt. Airy NET food donation collection
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