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From the Desk of Pastor Lorraine
July/August 2017

injury last year, it took a few months
before I was able to go back. When I
did, I was out of practice making missteps and feeling very uncoordinated,
but with time I got back into the
rhythm.

Anniversaries are important
celebrations marking significant
milestones on this journey called life.
Together, we here at Prospect/Marvin
Chapel have accomplished such a
milestone, one year of working,
praying, laughing, learning and
collaborating together. A lot has
happened over the past year, too
much to summarize here, but it has
been a wonderful journey so far. You
may not remember my very first
sermon a year ago, which was entitled,
Shall We Dance? Together! At that
time, I shared that I loved line dancing
and have regularly attended a class for
the past three years. After my back

We began our dance together feeling a
bit uncoordinated and made a few
mis-steps along the way, but I’m so
glad that we have been working
together to per-fect our dance. While
we are not perfect, we have begun to
figure out each other’s rhythms. We
have learned to determine who will
lead different ministries, and who
should follow. We are learning how to
manage mistakes, and even learning
to overcome stepping on each other's
toes.
Many have chosen to stay the course
and join in, while some have left and
we miss them. And while we are doing
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a good job, we still have more to learn.
We can’t stop encouraging each other.
We can’t stop talking together,
because that’s when we start
stumbling. We have some rough paths
ahead, but by working together, we
will make it through.
1 Corinthians 12 tells us that every
member is important and an
indispensible part to the well-being of
the body. No one is more important
than another, therefore, no one is less
important than another. Verse 27
reminds us that “If one part suffers, all
the parts suffer with it; if one part gets
the glory, all the parts celebrate with it.
It is only through the grace of God that
each part belongs and works well
together, and that’s what we
celebrate. May we be reminded that
in all we undertake to do together,
whether in word or deed, that we
continue to do everything to glorify
God, to be Christ-like, and to allow the
Holy Spirit to guide our actions.
The words in part from Judy Chicago
in the Merger Poem on a plaque in
Prospect Library - (given by Suzanne
Porter - Missionary 2000-2012),
provides inspiration for our goal of
working together:
And then all that has divided us
will merge
And then compassion
will be wedded to power
And then all will care for the sick and
the weak and the old
And then all will nourish the young
And then all will cherish life’s creature
And then all will live in harmony
with each other and the earth
And then everywhere will be called
Eden once again.

Together we have done marvelous
work and I am excitedly looking
forward to gaining higher heights as
we explore and enjoy this next year.
Let us continue forward with
compassion, kindness, hospitality,
humility, gentleness, patience and
most of all love.
Enjoy a safe and healthy summer!
- Pastor Lorraine
SPECIAL SERVICES
July 2

Joint Service 10:00am
@ Prospect

July 9 Please join Pastor Lorraine
in worship at Fairview
Chapel at 7pm,
6802 Boyers Mill Rd.,
New Market along with
Richard Arrington’s First
Fruits Bluegrass Gospel Band
July 30 Joint Service 10:00 am
@ Marvin Chapel, followed
by a Congregational Charger
meeting
Charge Potluck Picnic
Join us for a POTLUCK picnic at Joan
Derr’s home. Sunday July 23rd
1:00pm. Everybody is invited! For
planning purposes, be sure to signup-forms are in both churches.

BIBLE STUDY
We will start back up in September.
Date will be announced.
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Prospect Worship Leaders

Marvin Chapel Worship Leaders

July

2

Mary Behanna

July

2

Joint Service @ PUMC

July

9

Laura Schmidt

July

9

Debi Constantinides

July

16

Alice Hancock

July

16

Pat Raines

July

23

Mary Behanna

July

23

Craig Cross

July

30

Joint Service @MC

July

30

Joan Derr

August 6

Pat Ahalt

August 6

Debi Constantinides

August 13

Laura Schmidt

August 13

Joan Derr

August 20

Janice Clemons

August 20

Pat Raines

August 27 Alice Hancock
Prospect Greeters
July

2

Janice Clemons

July

9

Mary Behanna

July

16

Mary Jane Fleming

July

23

Pat & Denny Ahalt

July

30

Linda Scheel

August 6

Marsha & Bill Lively

August 13

Janice Clemons

August 20

Zeke Hurley

August 27

Mary Behanna

August 27 Craig Cross
Marvin Chapel Ushers
Speedy Bartigs and Donnie Runkles

REMEMBERING OUR
MARVIN CHAPEL FAMILY MEMBER

(Anna) Louise True
March 10, 1938 – June 20 2017
Died unexpectedly in a traffic accident
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HIGHLIGHTS OF SPECIAL SERVICES
On April 30th, the women of ProspectMarvin Chapel Charge participated in
a worship service celebrating the
women of the Charge.

Pastor Lorraine welcomed Mrs. Rita
Green, Spiritual Growth Coordinator
for the UMW of the BaltimoreWashington Conference, as the
speaker of the day.

co-presidents, to Joan Derr, Rhonda
Stevens and Myrna Highland from
Marvin Chapel, and Alice Hancock,
Betty Leatherwood and Laura
Schmidt from Prospect.

At a joint service on June 4th, Rick
and Mary Anne Smith blessed both
congregations with a slide show and
presentation describing their
mission outreach, “A is for Africa.”

Our Native American
Representative, Myrna Highland,
presented a message on June 18th,

The 1st annual Dorcas Awards were
presented by Pastor Lorraine, Debi
Constantinides and Pat Ahalt, UMW
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Helping Hands Ministries
The Helping Hands Committee
representatives from Marvin Chapel
and Prospect met in May to discuss
the work of the committee. Pastor
Lorraine discussed the completion
of the updated church directory.
The new directory was available for
distribution in June. If you have not
received your copy, please call the
church phone or one of the members
of Prospect or Marvin Chapel to
request your copy.
The committee reviewed the
finalized questionnaire and signed off
on finalizing it. The questionnaire
was distributed the first Sunday of
June at the joint worship service. We
are trying to reach all members, every
person who is a member. To those
who have e-mail addresses, a copy
was e-mailed from the church account.
If you have not completed one, please
call the church phone or one of the
members of Prospect or Marvin
Chapel to request your copy.
We discussed preparing for the
next UMCOR kit assembly and have
set the summer to collect materials
and prepare kits in September. A list
of needed supplies will be compiled
and included in the bulletin, and
available in both churches. Sign-up
sheets will be made available in both
churches. Mary Behanna at Prospect
and Penny Leo at Marvin Chapel will
be leading the effort.
Pastor Lorraine discussed setting
up visitations to our limited activity
members in July. Penny Leo will be
provided with the pastors’ schedule to
begin to arrange times to visit with
the various individuals who will
accompany her. We are glad that those
who have not been feeling well have

recovered from short-term illness and
been able to return where they have
been missing in the places where they
serve in the church. We will meet
again on Wednesday, September
13, 2017, 10:30 a.m. at Marvin
Chapel. Please plan on joining us as
there is plenty of work to do.
Respectfully submitted,
Penny Leo & Donna Mathis, Co-chairs
Compassion Sunday was held on
May 21st. Compassion is a church
based, child focused, Christ-centered
program, reaching churches from
around the world to intervene for
children living in conditions of
poverty, abuse, exploitation and other
high-risk circumstances. Adopting a
child is “serving God, serving
people, and changing the world.” On
that Sunday, a number of members
chose to adopt 8 or more children
and to sent donations to support this
effort. A child thanks you and we
thank you!!!
Tisha Valle and Penni Beck –
Coordinators
Children’s Ministry
The Children’s Ministry has been a
little bumpy the last two months due
to special services and absences of the
children. We are planning on meeting
with the children one more time in
July to share with them the child we
adopted through Compassion, and to
bring the past year to closure. The
Children’s Ministry team will meet
with Pastor Lorraine this summer to
plan for the fall. We hope to resume
with the children in September. Until
then, be safe this summer.
Respectfully submitted,
Mona Meely, Deb Constantinides,
Myrna Highland & Kaye Staley
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Prospect Witness & Outreach News

Our annual baby shower to support
Frederick CareNet Pregnancy
Center on May 21st was a great
success! Members from both
churches joined together for lunch,
games, fun and fellowship. Many baby
items and clothing were donated to
help out new moms and moms-to-be.
Thanks to Alice Hancock and Amy
Hands for preparing and serving
lunch and organizing a fun afternoon!
Please keep purchasing supplies for
UMCOR Health Kits and Cleaning
Buckets for a kit/bucket assembly
day for both churches in September.
Mary Behanna and Penny Leo will
be coordinating -stay tuned!
During July, we will be collecting
new backpacks and school supplies
for Advocates for Homeless
Families who serve families who are
at-risk for homelessness. Please help
these children be ready for school
with all the supplies they will need. A
collection box is in the library.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS-our
Chicken BBQ fund raiser will be held
in the Social Hall on September 9th.
Watch for signups to help and come
eat BBQ!

On Pentecost Sunday, a time when
the disciples were commanded to go
forth and spread the gospel, we heard
how the Holy Spirit has been
moving through ‘A is for Africa’ to
‘go forth’ with our worn- out shoes, to
be refurbished by and for Maasai
families. We were so inspired to hear
how this outreach has benefitted the
school children of Tanzania that we
collected a love offering, enough to
provide 5 school uniforms for some
of the children. Thanks to all who
have donated and please keep those
old shoes coming!

~submitted by Laura Schmidt, chair
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Prospect/Marvin Chapel UMW

The Mother-Daughter Banquet held
on April 24th was well attended and
everyone enjoyed the presentation
by the Audubon Society. Thanks,
Mary Jane Fleming, for organizing a
great evening!

September 26, 2017 will be the
next Prospect meeting at 1:30 in
the Prospect Library. Please be
thinking of donations for the October
Daze fund raiser to be held on
October 28, 2017. We can use your
help and contributions.
Enjoy the summer!
Pat Ahalt, Co-President P-MC UMW
Debi Constantinides, Co-President MC-P

Baltimore/Washington Conference
2017 Annual Conference Report
"We are One: Connected in Covenant"
was the theme for this annual
conference. Bishop Easterling, the first
woman to lead the BaltimoreWashington Conference opened the
233rd session, May 31-June 2, at
Wardman Park Hotel, DC. Prior to the
opening session, laity gathered
together in a separate session. Bishop
Easterling expressed a need to elevate
clergy-lay partnership in discipleship.
Conference opened with over 1,400
United Methodists and four languages
all singing "They'll Know We Are
Christians By Our Love." The Bishop
spoke of God, who calls upon the
faithful to trust and obey, turn away
from the old, and to walk with God
toward a sacred and bright future. She
reminded us that we will be facing
some hard decisions in the near
future. We were then united in
Communion. The Bible study sessions
focused on Ephesians 4:1-6 and Paul's
thoughts about Christians as God's
artwork and signs of hope. “The
church is the instrument of God’s
mission in the world…and when the
world looks at the church, it should
get a glimpse of God’s
Kingdom.” Congregations make four
promises in the baptismal covenant to
love, serve and care for each other,
which he urged churches to keep
visible while discussing God’s vision
for the church.
An important part of annual session is
holy conferencing, a time of
conversation and debate, shaping the
nature and policies of the church.
During the sessions, many issues were
discussed over the two days. Four
resolutions, and five amendments to
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the denomination’s constitution were
voted on. Some of these included 1)
the passing of a resolution to become
a member of the Religious Coalition on
Reproductive Choice; 2) the choice to
participate in a conference-wide
boycott of Hewlett Packard products
until the company ceases to profit
from the Israel-Palestine conflict; 3)
revising the conference moving policy
so that retirees have the same moving
benefits as active clergy; 4) officially
closing 2 Baltimore churches;
5) unanimously approving the 2018
budget of $18.4 million, $14.3 million
of which are apportionments. A 2 %
increase for full-time clergy was also
approved. In addition, Health
insurance premiums will be going up
in 2018.
On Thursday night, the Bishop
commissioned one Deacon, nine
Elders, and ordained seven Elders into
full conference membership. The
celebration of the ordination and
commissioning was heartfelt to see in
person and was overwhelmed with
joy. A memorial service was held in
honor of those who have past-away
over the past year.
During our opening worship
ceremonies, each person was given
one of eight different colored
streamers to participate in a
celebration of praise and exaltation.
The eight colors represented the eight
specific colors of each district in our
conference. During the closing session,
these streamers were all tied together,
uniting us and reminding us that we
are all children of God.
Respectfully submitted,
Deb Morris-Constantinides - Laity
Representative and Rev. R. Lorraine
Brown – Pastor

Prospect Trustees Report
At our May 1st Trustee meeting,
the committee discussed the
physical needs of Prospect UMC.
They then took those needs and
prioritized them. Of the seven, two
have been accomplished. The other
five require estimates and those
estimates will be obtained this
summer. At the September meeting,
the committee will discuss the
financial feasibility of completing any
of those projects.
Respectfully submitted,
Bill Lively, Trustees Chair
New copier for P-MC Charge
A new charge copier has been
delivered. Like the old one, it is
located in the educational wing at
Prospect. This new copier has many
additional features the old one did not
have. One new feature is the ability
to print in color; however, we are
charged for EACH color copy.
Consequently, we want to be VERY
conservative with color copying.
Also, it is advisable before using it for
the first time to ask Tisha or Marsha
to show how to operate the copier’s
many features.
Submitted by Marsha Lively
NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE
August 27th for the
September-October edition.
Give to Laura Schmidt or
Pastor Lorraine or email articles to:
Prospect.MarvinChapel.UMC@
gmail.com.
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July 2017

Worship Services: Prospect Worship 11:00am
Marvin Chapel Service & Children’s Church 9:30/Adult Sunday School 10:45am
First Sunday of the month: Mt. Airy NET food donation collection

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4 Independence 5

Joint Service
10:00am @ Prospect
LET’S CELEBRATE!!!

9 Blood pressure

6

7

8

13

14

15

Day

10

11

12

screening@ MC /
7:00 pm Service@
Fairview Chapel Pastor Lorraine &
First Fruits Band

16

Lorien Service
10:15 am

17

18

19

20

21

22

25

26

27

28

29

SPRC meeting
7:00pm @Prospect

23 Blood pressure

24

screening at
Prospect/Charge
Picnic@ Derr farm
30 Joint Service
10:00am @ MC

MC UMW 6pm

August 2017
SUNDAY

6

Worship Services: Prospect Worship 11:00am
Marvin Chapel Service & Children’s Church 9:30/Adult Sunday School 10:45am
First Sunday of the month: Mt. Airy NET food donation collection

MONDAY

7

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

Lorien Service
10:15 am

13 Blood pressure

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27 Blood pressure

28

29

30

screening@ MC

screening @ Prospect MC UMW 6pm

PROSPECT-MARVIN CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
REV. R. LORRAINE BROWN (CROSS), Pastor

WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC
CHOSEN VESSELS

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER

10, 2017

3:00 P.M.

SPIRITUAL HARMONIZERS

.

SUNDAY NOVEMBER

5, 2017

3:00 P.M.
RADIO & RECORDING ARTIST HIT SONG –
“There is a Place Called Heaven”

ADMISSION FREE - LOVE GIFT OFFERING
PLEASE TELL YOUR FRIENDS & COME AND WORSHIP WITH US.
Marvin Chapel United Methodist Church
5101 Woodville Road, Mt. Airy MD 21771
Directions from Frederick
Directions from Baltimore
On I70, Exit 62 and turn left on Rt. 75. Proceed to on I70, Exit 68. At the end of the ramp, go
and turn right on Old National Pike (Rt. #144).
straight through the light. At the next light, turn
Drive approximately three miles turn left onto
onto Ridgeville Blvd. Ridgeville becomes Old
Woodville Rd. Church is on the right.
National Pike. Drive about 2 miles, turn right on
Woodville Rd. Church is on the right.

